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Patient Assessment

Safe scene

Unsafe scene

Unsafe scene requires control. You may
have to wait while hazards are corrected.

¥

TRAUMA PATIENT

MEDICAL PATIENT

Focused History and Physical Exam

Re-evaluate mechanism

l_ of injury (MOI). ‘I I’

Re-evaluate

mental status. ‘

Significant MOI

!

Perform rapid
trauma assessment.

!

Obtain baseline
vital signs.

!

Obtain SAMPLE
history.

No significant MOI Unresponsive Responsive
¥ L] ¥
Perform focused trauma Perform Obtain history of chief
assessment for specific rapid physical exam complaint and SAMPLE
injury. ’ history.
I ¥ ¥
Obtain baseline Perform a focused
Obtain baseline vital signs. physical exam based on
vital signs. the patient's chiet
1 complaint.
i Obtain history of ¥
present illness and Obtain baseline
Ontaln SAMPLE history. SAMPLE history. vital signs.

Perform an ongoing assessment.
Repeat initial assessment and vital signs and
evaluate interventions.

l

Hand off patient, patient information, and patient’s
personal property to responding EMS unit and
help ready for transport.
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Notice on Care Procedures
It is the intent of the authors and publisher that this textbook be
used as part of a formal First Responder education program
taught by qualified instructors and supervised by a licensed physi-
cian. The procedures deseribed in this textbook are based upon
consultation with First Responder and medical authorities. The
authors and publisher have taken care to make certain that these
procedures reflect currently accepred clinical practice; however,
they cannot be considered absolute recommendations.

The material in this texthook contains the most current
information available at the tme of publication. However, tederal,
state, and local guidelines concerning clinical practices, including,
without limitation, those governing infection control and univer-
sal precautions, change rapidly. The reader should note, there-
fore, that new regulations may require changes in some
procedures.

It is the responsibility of the reader to familiarize himsell or
herself with the policies and procedures set by federal, stare, and
loeal agencies as well as the institution or agency where the reader
is employed. The authors and the publisher of this texthook and
the supplements written to accompany it disclaim any liabiliy,
loss, or risk resulting directly or indirectly from the suggested
procedures and theory, from any undetected errors, or from the
reader’ responsibility to stay informed of anv new changes or rec-
ommendations made by any federal, stare, and local agency as well
as by his or her employing institution or agency.

Notice on Gender Usage

The English language has historically given preference to the
male gender. Among many words, the pronouns “he™ and *his”
are commonly used to describe both genders. Society evolves
faster than language, and the male pronouns sall predominare our
speech. The authors have made great effort to treat the two gen-
ders equally, recognizing that a significant percentage of First Re-
sponders are female. However, in some instances, male pronouns
may be used to describe both males and females solely for the
purpose of brevity. This is not intended to offend any readers.
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