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EARHTQUAKE 6.8 MAGNITUDE – HINDUKUSH REGION, AFGHANISTAN 
1300HRS – 22 MARCH 2023 

PRLIMINARY SITREP – NEOC  

1. General. An earthquake of 6.8 magnitude was reported from Hindukush 

region of Afghanistan. Shockwaves were felt in most of the northern parts of Pakistan; 

including KP, GB, AJ&K, ICT and Northern Punjab with lesser degree in Northern 

Balochistan, central and south Punjab. The earthquake was followed by two aftershocks 

of 3.7 and 3.5 magnitude. The epicenter of earthquake is shown on the Map-1 below and 

other details are as under: -  

a. Originated on 21-03-2023 at 21:47 PST.  

b. Mag: 6.8. 

c. Depth: 181 km.  

d. Lat: 36.51 N. 

e. Long: 70.96 E. 

f. Epicenter: Hindukush Region, Afghanistan.  

 

Map-1: Epicenter of Earthquake in Hindukush Region of Afghanistan 
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2. Historical Data of Earthquakes In The Region. As per PMD Seismic Center, the 

current earthquake pattern conforms with such activity in the region, recorded since 1970 

and is an occurrence of Eurasian tectonic plate. In the Map-2 below, recorded data since 

1970, for events greater than magnitude 6 are marked.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map-2: Epicenter of Earthquake in Hindukush Region of Afghanistan 

 

3. Table-1 reflects the trend 

of major earthquakes recorded in 

past 20 years. According to the 

recorded data an earthquake of 

6.5 and greater magnitude is 

following a repetitive trend of 5-6 

years while an event of greater 

than 7 magnitude is repeated 

approximately every 15 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table-1: Shows the Frequency 

of Earthquakes Since 2000  
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4. Summary of Losses and Damages - Upto 1300 hrs 22nd March 2023: - 

Provinces 
Deaths Injuries House Damage Livestock 

 
Remarks 

M F C T M F C T Partial Full T 

KP 5 2 2 9 17 29 12 58 26 - 26 4 

 

GB - - - - - - - - 2 - 2 2 

ICT - - - - - - - - - - - - 

AJ&K - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Balochistan - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Punjab - - - - 2 - - 2 - - - - 

Sindh - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total 5 2 2 9 19 29 12 60 28 0 28 6 

     NOTE: On directions of Chairman NDMA: On ground verification is being carried out and  

      detailed reports will be submitted by all departments/ authorities to verify the reports already  

      submitted. 

 

5. Major Incidents from Federating Units/ Departments are enumerated below while 

their detailed reports are enclosed as Annexes B to F: -  

a. GB. Following major incidents were reported from GB: -  

(1) Gilgit – Shandur Road (N-140) was blocked due to landslide near 

Gahkuch. GBDMA/DDMA in coordination with NHA were able to clear 

road and it is now open for traffic. 

(2) KKH (N-35) Attabad, Hunza Nagar at (Km 645) was blocked due to 

landslide which was cleared and road is now open for traffic.  

(3) Gupis: A boulder hit and damaged courtyard of under construction 

mosque near Gamsing RCC bridge. 

(4) Astore: Astor valley road (AVR) was closed due to landslide and 

clearance operation is underway to restore the closed section.  

(5) Nagar: Power supply from 200KVA community power house 

Kunjokushal Nagar has been suspended due to partial damage of 

penstock pipe, expansion joint and power channel. Repairs are 

underway to restore the damaged section. 

b. KP. KKH (N-35) Chakai, Lower Kohistan at (Km 230) was blocked due to 

landslide which was cleared and road is now open for traffic. 

c. ICT. Reports of cracks in apartment buildings were received, especially 

from E11 sector; Khudad Heights, Appolo Heights and other apartment 
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buildings in F-10 were surveyed by the administration and no structural 

damage was found. All residents were evacuated safely. No other structural 

collapse or endangered building is reported so far.  

d. Pb. Damage to commercial buildings was reported from Rawalpindi. The 

damage assessment has revealed that so far, no structural damage is 

reported from area. 

6. All PDMAs/ SDMA/ GBDMA and ICT Administration are requested to undertake 

comprehensive damage assessment of respective areas especially of high-rise 

structures/ apartment buildings to ensure that there are no safety concerns. Any damaged 

building should only be inhabited once it is cleared from concerned authorities. NHA and 

FWO are requested to ensure that inspection of bridges is completed immediately to 

ensure safety across all communication arteries.  

7. This preliminary SITREP of NDMA will be followed by a consolidated report in next 

48 hours, which will be based on confirmation of damages reported, after on ground 

verification by respective authority/ department and certification that survey of the high 

rises/ apartment buildings is completed and the structures can be re-occupied without 

any threat to life.   

 

 

 

 

 

To: Secretary to Prime Minister, Prime Minister’s Office, Islamabad 
 Director General, Pakistan Meteorological Department, Islamabad 

Chairman, National Highway Authority, Islamabad 
Director Generals, All PDMAs/ GBDMA/ SDMA 
Joint Crisis Management Cell, Joint Staff Headquarters, Rawalpindi 
Staff Duties Directorate, GHQ, Rawalpindi 
Military Operation Directorate (MO-4), GHQ, Rawalpindi 
Director (SOF & Marines), Naval Headquarters, Islamabad   
Director (Ops), Air Headquarters, Islamabad 
Deputy Commissioner, Islamabad 

ID: DD ICT NDMA  
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Annexure A 

PICTORIAL OVERVIEW OF DAMAGES REPORTED FROM DIFFERENT REGIONS  

1. GILGIT BALTISTAN  

 

 

 

Mosque Damaged Gamsing 

Landslide – Ghizer Shandur Road 

200KVA community power house Kunjokushal Nagar 
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2. Khyber PakhtunKhawa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Roof Collapse in Swabi  
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Annexure-B 
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Annexure-C  
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Annexure D 
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Annexure E 
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Annexure F 
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